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The Evolution of an Electronic Archives Program 
By Mark Myers, Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives
In	my	last	column	(October	2009),	I	introduced	myself	by	
discussing	how	I	became	an	electronic	records	archivist.	








state	of	Kentucky.	The	point	of	 this	 introduction	 is	 to	
lay	 the	 foundation	 for	 future	 discussions	 on	 electronic	
records	 issues	and	to	provide	 readers	an	understanding	
of	 the	 particular	 perspective	 that	 I	 bring	 to	 electronic	
records	management.
KDLA	is	the	state	library,	the	state	archives,	and	the	state	
records	management	 authority.	Kentucky	 is	 one	of	 ten	
states	in	which	these	three	functions	are	combined	into	
one	department.	KDLA	 is	directed	by	 a	 commissioner	
who	is	 the	state	 librarian.	It	has	 four	divisions:	 two	on	














management	 services	 related	 to	 electronic	 records,	 and	
digital	preservation	via	administration	of	the	e-archives.	
KDLA	is	one	of	 the	 larger	 state	archives	with	approxi-
mately	100,000	cubic	feet	of	permanent	records	and	two	
off-site	 records	 centers	 for	 state	 agencies	with	 approxi-
mately	196,000	cubic	feet	of	records.	It	began	scheduling	







Records	Commission,	 along	with	 the	 state	 legislature,	
which	 had	 been	 concerned	 that	many	 costly	 systems	
were	sprouting	up	throughout	state	government,	formed	




Commission	 to	 study	machine-readable	 records.	 PRD	






Formed	 in	 1984,	 the	Kentucky	 Information	 Systems	























role	 and	 ability	 to	 adapt	 to	 changing	 circumstances.	 I	
will	describe	the	results	of	that	process	more	fully	in	my	
next	column.	
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are	 created	 and	 stored	 in	 electronic	 format.	Without	
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